FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – MAY 2004

CHICAGO HUMANITARIAN RECOGNIZED AFTER 30 YEARS OF SERVICE TO NEEDY
On Tuesday, May 11th, a Chicago woman will receive a new public service award named after her and be surprised with a Jeep Cherokee from Howard Orloff Jaguar & Volvo so that she can continue to distribute clothing and furniture to Chicagoans in crisis.  

Wanda Morris came to the Chicago area 48 years ago from Evansville, Indiana.  During her years here, Wanda waitressed to support her children as a single mother and after suffering many personal hardships, a curious twist of fate brought her into a life of advocacy on behalf of the poor.  

When an administrative error caused all of Wanda’s child support checks to be mailed to Wallace Morris in Florida, she was sent to a food pantry and noticed a sign for the National Welfare Rights group meeting there.  She became involved in the group, expanding its membership exponentially.

Wanda was instrumental in launching the Lakeview Food Pantry and bringing media attention to the issues faced by impoverished Chicagoans.  She caught the eye of Norman H. Stone of Stone Container Corporation, who wanted to know how he could enhance her work.  With the support of Mr. Stone and his partners, Wanda began to distribute a monthly allotment to the people who needed help or were in crisis.

Wanda continues to work the streets for the Emergency Fund and receives no compensation for her service, now spanning over three decades.  In future years, the Wanda S. Morris Award will be bestowed upon volunteers who have demonstrated an undying commitment to people in need.

The award and the gift will be presented to Wanda Morris at the Emergency Fund’s Annual Luncheon to be held at the Mid-America Club (200 E. Randolph Drive, 80th Floor).  The program begins at 12:00 p.m..  For more information, please call 312-379-0303 or visit www.emergencyfund.org/events.
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