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Contact: Meagan Downey or Brian McManaman at (312) 379-0302

THOMAS M. OWENS ELECTED CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE EMERGENCY FUND

In July of 2004, Thomas M. Owens was elected Co-Chairman of the Emergency Fund, Chicago’s premiere nonprofit organization providing financial assistance to Chicagoland residents in crisis.  With this appointment, Mr. Owens sustains an impressive track record in both the technological and philanthropic industries in Chicago.  

A Chicago native, Mr. Owens graduated from Loyola University.  He joined IBM in 1960 where he held various marketing and management positions until 1979, when Mr. Owens brought XL/Datacomp, Inc. from the “kitchen table to the marketplace.  In 1985, Mr. Owens was elected Chairman and by 1990, the company reached revenues of $500 million with offices in 80 locations worldwide.  

In the early 1990’s, Mr. Owens retired from XL/Datacomp and began a new career in directing the Owens Foundation’s charitable activities.  In addition to the Owens Foundation, Mr. Owens founded The CARA Program, a comprehensive job placement and employment support program that has helped many formerly homeless Chicago families reach self-sufficiency and My Brother’s Keeper.  He was also instrumental in the July 2004 merger between My Brother’s Keeper and the Emergency Fund.
Mr. Owens resides in Oak Lawn, Illinois with his wife, Mary.  They have five children and many grandchildren.
